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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action (Paper #101804), mailed October 20, 2004, the 
Notice contends that the Applicants' Responsive Amendment, filed July 19, 2004, presents claim 
amendments allegedly drawn to a non-elected species. In particular, the Notice alleges that by 
their reference to Fig. 5, Applicants admit that the proposed amendments "read on previously 
non-elected Species V (Fig. 5). The elected species does not have securing means adapted to 
secure fixing structures therebetween." Notice, Page 2, Lines 6-8. Applicants respectfully 
disagree and request that the Examiner reconsider the Responsive Amendments in view of the 
following remarks. 
Remarks : 

Initially, Applicants note that they proposed amending claims 1, 12, and 19 to 
clarify the description of the claimed invention. In particular, Applicants proposed amending 
these claims to state that "said first securing means and said second securing means are adapted 
to secure fixing sutures therebetween" and noted that support for this amendments was shown in 
Appl'n, Paras. [0026] and [0027]; Figs. 5 and 6. Applicants referred to previously amended Fig. 


DC01:403799.1 


